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Ever complained about how hard it is to meet

someone in Cyprus? One couple now organise

singles events to get people together. ZOE

CHRISTODOULIDES gets dressed up and goes

along to an evening

Look at me, I’m si

shown an fmage of two ani-
mated cherries embracing and
soon enough I've been put on
the guest list for the island's
“best sinpies event.” Should I
be excifed? Should I be worried? I've
really never thought about goingtoan
event in search of my perfect match
Call me old fashioned, but a firta-
tious glance across a crowded room
followed by a2 phone call and romantic
date is more my thing.
But hey. they do say there’s always
a first time for and in the
name ofjournalism I take up the chal-
lenge and pear myself up. My mission:
to throw my inhibttions out of the
window and report on a singies event
at Blinkers tn Nicosia without think-
ing too much about what I'm getting
myself mto. I Anally decide to go rull
tnrottic and doll myself up, pretend-
ing that this 1s just any night on the
town.

This is the nrst ofnctal Singles
to be in Nicosia

all part of a brand new Best Singles
Events brand name thought up by
PLP Business Consulting To be
more specific, organisers Lotza and
Panayiotis Panayiotou are a married
couple who realised just how hard
it 1s for thetr single friends to meet
people. “There 1s someone out there
for everyone but courting in Cyprus
can be hard. It's a closed community
and peopie don't mingle with strang-
ers much, we just want to create anew
lifestyle for singics here,” says Lofza.
A scif-confessed workaholic, she
goes on to say how aincult it was
for her to get out to meet someone
untfl mutual friends introduced her
to Panaylotis. 8he was in London at
the time, he was in New York, but the

I'm
night for moralsupport by aloyal male
friend, Stefanos, and we're greeted by
ladies who have donned colourful wigs
who ask for our detafls. Once you reg-
ister, you'll be abie to take aavantage
of the match-making service.

After we're both given name
tags, it's straight to the bar for a stafr
drink I'mabit embarrassed as I walk
through the crowd for I've never been
in a situation before that screams out
“here I am, look at me, I'm SINGLE!™
But 1t suddenly dawns on me that ev-
eryone 1s in the same boat, and it's a
rather fun boat to be in for a night.
After all, when clse do you feel ke
you've walked right into an episode of
Sezx and the City?

It's the bathroom that's most en-
tertaining with a group of 30-some-
thing women decked up to the nines
powdering their noses and topping up
thetr red Upstick as they gossip about
what man is hot and who they think
fancies them. “The guy I showed you

over by the far right side of the bar
kept over at me,” says onc to
another. “Onbut I think that the more
grungy looking onec with the funny
looking t-shirt 1s more your style,” re-
plies her friend with a flerce giggle.
Suddenly I'm having a laugh my-
self and as I start to mingle, Michael
Jackson's "Billie Jean' gets afew of us
onto the dance foor. Needless to say
that I soon lose my male companion
as he engrosses himself in conversa-

~wWhat do you think they're atter?”
he asks in all seriousness. “Imean, do
you think it's about just having a ane-
night stand or are they looking for
love?” He seems to be totally lost in
translation Maybe 1t's true that men
are from Mars and wWomen are from
Venus after all Icanonly suppose that
although not all females are the same,
many might be looking for something
more meaningful than just one night

monthly singles events
coming up or to register
your details, visit www.
bestsinglesevents.com

start knocking on a few doors. There's
nething wrong with fitrting and just
having fun."

My male friend then dashes to
the bathroom only to return with in-
teresting news. “There’s peppermint
spray in the toficts to reshen your
breath. Locks lke they're really try-
ing thetr best to get peopice together!™
he whispers with a nudge and wink
But that's not even the hailf of it. Two
friendly voices then boom across the
room as the hosts of the night shout
out that tts time for the lock and key

Two friendly voices then boom across the room as
the hosts of the night shout out that its time for the

lock and key game

of fun. After all, doesn't asingiesnight
mean many of the women wouldnt
mind thetr other halr?
“¥eah, it's true,” says one rather at-
tractive 31-year-old lady. "I mean, it's
Just so hard to meet men here, not ke
1in other countrics where you can walk
down the street and you might end up
randomly chatting to someone who
could then become your boyfriend
Can you believe that a 24-year-old guy
IEnow here met his girifriend online?
He doesn't cven bother so
with women when he's out. Whatever
next!” Her vivacious 41-year-old bud-
dy 1s keen to interject, “Cypriot men
just need to get over thetr taboos and

game. “The what game?” says male

Stefanos with a worried
look. The game 1s simple: all women
have been given a padlock to hang
round their neck and all men have to
try and Aind their match with thetr al-
located key.

“What do I'winifIopen yourlock?™
asks one man with a cheeky smile as
he nddles with nis key. Another hands
me over his business card as he intro-
duces himself. Too bad that most of
the men are at least 20 years my se-
nior but I'm soon told by organisers
that theyll be trying to Nl the age gap
with more specialised events in the
future.

The funniest line comes from a
man around the same age as me who
approaches with caution: “I left you
until one of the verylast to try. I some-
how know I'll end up with someone
fat and ugly so I highly doubt you'll
be my match.” Taken with a pinch of
salt, the comment is mildly flattering
Isuppose.

Half an hour of laughter and chat-
ter ensues and although my match
has yet to be found, Stefanos scems
to have done well for himself He
confesses to having liked a lady from
when he first caught a plimpse of her,
and as luck would have it he manages
to open herlock. Soon enough.,
enjoying a slow dance along with a few
other couples who scem to be rather
happy to have met. One couple wins
anight away for two in the raffic that
follows and another cky lady wins a
Delllaptop. Not bad for a night out.

A smiling companton then admits
that it's all turned out a lot better
than he first imagined. “There was
maore trepraation before the event ana
I thought 1t was all going to be really
uncomfortable. But when I got here I
realised it's not bad at all, much more
fun than I thought it would be.” An-
other man in his thirties stanaing be-
side us nods in agreement, “I have to
say though: 1t totally puts me off when
a woman is too desperate.” says the
mystery male. “The matn thing is to
approach it all light-heartedly. Just
have a laugh and 1f you do happen to
meet someone you like then great”
Couldn't have phrased it better my-
secif.

Happy couple:
Panayiotis and Loiza
Pamaylotou who
organise the events
atthe launch party
last month

Hostesses of the
evening were easy
tospot in bright
wigs. Farleft: speed
dating may also be
introduced
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